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Current Concepts in
Pediatric Advanced Practice 

Thursday, Nov, 30 and 
Friday, Dec. 1., 2023

Virtual Symposium

Preconference Sessions
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2023

Preceptor Skill Building
Incorporating Informatics into APP Practice
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Course Overview
The Current Concepts in Pediatric Advanced Practice Conference commences in 2023 
which marks the third anniversary of Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s innovative 
Advanced Practice Provider Conference. This one of-a-kind conference is packed with 
dynamic speakers and a wide variety of topics related to all aspects of pediatric advanced 
practice including innovations in medical management and professional development 
strategies as well as leadership and topics for managers.
 
Three distinct program tracks—Acute Care, Ambulatory/Primary Care and Managing 
APPs—allow attendees to tailor their experience based on their interests. Virtual 
opportunities for interactive learning and professional networking will augment the 
didactic components of the sessions. After the live virtual conference, attendees have the 
opportunity to view presentations from any of the three program tracks for additional 
contact hours. Attendees can earn more than 40 continuing education hours and 16 
pharmacology hours...pending approval.
 
New this year—Build on your precepting skills and/or learn how to incorporate 
informatics into APP practice by joining one of these two optional preconference 
workshops.  
 
The conference is targeted to advanced practice providers, physician colleagues, nurses 
and students in all practice areas throughout the spectrum of pediatric healthcare. 

Nursing and pharmacology contact hours will be provided by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (ANCC). This program is not yet 
approved for AAPA CME credit. Conference organizers plan to apply for AAPA Category 1 
CME credits from the AAPA Review Panel. The total number of approved credits is yet to be 
determined.

Keynote Speakers
Greg Hedler, LCSW, ACC is program manager for strategic talent management and 
learning at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s Center for Professional Growth.

Daniel Hyman, MD is chief safety and quality officer at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia and is a clinical professor of Pediatrics at the Perelman School of Medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania.

Mary Kay Schwemmer is associate vice president and chief counsel at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia.

Tad Worku, FNP—BC is a coach, singer, songwriter, speaker and family nurse 
practitioner. He spent six years as an emergency/trauma nurse at Loma Linda University 
Health, has been honored with the Daisy award, nurse of the year award, child life hero’s 
award, and spiritual life service award. Worku is currently a mission coach for Inland 
Empire Health Plan (IEHP), as well as a keynote speaker. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Virtual Conference: The registration fee includes the conference livestream, online 
presentations, and CEU and other credits. 

The registration fee for the virtual conference is $500; $300 for students.

The registration fee for each preconference session is $100 or $150 for both sessions. 

Course Objectives
1. Describe current evidence-based practices for managing pediatric patients across the 

healthcare spectrum.

2. Identify opportunities for innovative approaches to caring for pediatric patients. 

3. Explain the current state of practice for APPs across the nation.

4. Discuss management strategies to optimize team structure, leadership, and 
professional development.

Nursing Continuing Professional Development Approved Provider Statement  
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia is approved as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia reserves the right to cancel or postpone any course 
due to any unforeseen circumstances. In the event of cancellation or postponement, 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia will refund any registration fees, less a $75 service 
charge, but is not responsible for any related costs, charges or expenses to participants. 
In order to process refunds for course withdrawals, cancellation must be received in 
writing by Friday, Nov. 24, 2023. No refunds will be issued thereafter.
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Program
Preconference

Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2023

Preceptor Skill Building

9-10 a.m. Welcome & Motivation and Value

10-11 a.m. Structure & Onboarding Students 

11 a.m.-
12 p.m. Models for Effective, Student-centered Precepting 

12-1 p.m. Maintain Productivity and Enhance the Patient Experience While Precepting 

Incorporating Informatics into APP Practice

2-3:30 
p.m.

What Role Do APP’s Play in Informatics? How One Organization Thinks About Provider 
Informatics. 
Krista Haralambides 

Introduction to the Structure, Mission, and Governance of the APP Informatics Workgroup at 
UCSF  
Roseanne Krauter

Research Ready Patient-facing Mobile Applications in Chronic Disease Management 
Cortnee Roman
 
Eliminating Seven Preventable Harms At-a-Glance in the ICU 
Jennifer Schwarz
 
Optimizing APP Revenue Capture with a Bespoke EHR Build 
Roseanne Krauter 

3:30-4 
p.m.

Thinking About Data and Integrating it from the Start 
Lia McNeely 

4-5 p.m. Education, Certification and Career Paths in Informatics
Hojjat Salmasian, Kenrick Cato

5-6 p.m. Pathways, Guidelines and Clinical Decision Support: APPs in Action in Informatics
Kaila Devine, Stephanie Figueroa, Daniel Heacock
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Day 1
Thursday, Nov. 30, 2023

Time Acute Care Ambulatory/Primary Care Managing APPs

8-8:05 
a.m. Welcome and Introductions

8:05-9:05 
a.m. Keynote Session — The Courage to See Hope — Tad Worku 

9:05-
10 a.m.

Pulmonary Medications
Mark Blanke

When Rashes are Worrisome
Jim Treat 

APP Leader/Manager 
Development Session 

10-10:15 
a.m. Break

10:15-
11:15 a.m.

Reducing Length of Stay with 
Tailoring Neonatal Discharge 
Milestones 
 
Bringing Capacity Visibility 
to Pediatric Heart Center 
Admissions

Ambulatory/Primary Care Breakout 
Session #1 (Select one) 
Nephrology: Elevated BP in Primary 
Care — Chrissy Burke  
GI: Celiac Update — Patty Bierly
Endocrine: Growth Concerns 
Denise Gruccio

10:15-11 a.m.
Creative Staffing: How 
to Manage a Fluid & 
Changing Workforce 

11:15-12:15 
p.m.

Acute Care Breakout Session #1: 
Pharmacology 
Pediatric Sedation 
Adolescent Feeding Disorders
Anticoagulation in Cardiology 

Headache Update
Jocelyn Kalkbrenner 

11-11:45 a.m.
Current Legislative 
Considerations for APPs
Nicole Koepke
Katie Thompson
Audrey Hoover

11:45-12:15 p.m.
Roundtable Discussions 

12:15- 
1 p.m. Lunch

1-2:15 
p.m.

In-Hospital Safe Sleep 
Initiative Panel  
Kristin Schoonover
Lauren Heimall 
Jennifer Draper

Allergy Panel: Biologics 
Megan Lewis 
Immunotherapy 
Elizabeth Hanna
FPIES
Meredith Tarbell 

1-1:45 p.m.
Innovation in Advanced 
Practice Panel
Mark Weber 
Joy Kerr
Judith Stellar 

1:45-2:15 p.m.
Multidisciplinary Team 
Dynamics 

2:15-2:30 
p.m. Break

2:30-
3:30 
p.m.

Getting Patient Diabetes / 
Endocrine Supplies — A Crash 
Course in Insurance Literacy

ADHD — Meds, Gaming & Learning 
Differences 
Kaitlin McHenry 
Brenna Hones

Engaging Teams in EBP 
& Research
Kirsten Hickerson

3:30-
4:30 
p.m.

Keynote Session — Risk Management Implications for APP Leaders & Teams
Mary Kay Schwemmer 
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Day 2
Friday, Dec. 1, 2023

Time Acute Care Ambulatory/Primary Care Managing APPs
8-9 
a.m. Keynote Session — Quotes to Live by in Quality & Safety — Daniel Hyman

9-10 
a.m.

Red Flag Identification 
in Possible Escalation of 
Care 

Tics vs. Seizures: When is 
Neurology Needed
Sara Keefer   

Ongoing Professional Practice 
Evaluation (OPPE) and
Focused Professional Practice 
Evaluation (FPPE)

10- 
10:15 
a.m.

Break

10:15-
11:15
a.m.

Acute Care Breakout 
Session #2: Back to Basics 
Invasive Ventilation 
ECG
Lab Interpretation 

When to Worry About a Fever 
Maheswari Ekambaram

10:15-11 a.m.
Emotional Intelligence for 
Managing People 
Greg Hedler

11:15 
a.m.-
12:15 
p.m.

Professional Development 
in Acute Care Panel
 

Ambulatory/Primary Care 
Breakout Session #2 (Select one) 
OCD
Aparna Kumar

Strep Update & Sequela
Ross England 
TikTok Crazes
Caitlin Davenport

11-11:30 a.m.
AI Considerations for 
Managers  
Kenrick Cato 

11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Implementing Evidence-based 
Strategies to Improve Burnout 
& Fulfillment
Bridget Garmisa
Clair Kuriakose 

12:15-1 
p.m. Lunch

1-2 
p.m.

Acute Care Breakout 
Session #3: Urgencies & 
Emergencies
Neonatal Surgical 
Emergencies 
Pediatric Trauma 

Ambulatory/Primary Care 
Breakout Session #3 (Select one) 
Fractures vs. Sprains 
Houn Lim
Kathy Abel

Lymph Node Enlargement 
Amanda Sullivan Tronzo 
Karen Bocchicchio

1-1:45 p.m.
Development of APP 
Professional Development Roles
Lisa Ring
Laura Abels
Raji Koppolu

1:45-2:30 p.m.
Navigating Difficult 
Conversations with Employees
Elise Saunders
Barbara Brookins

2-
3:30 
p.m.

Wellness Panel: 
Integrative Health Team 
in Pediatric Acute Care 

Mental Health Panel 
Externalized Behavior Differentials
Marianne Zimmerman 
Sarah Rendulic  

Self-Harm (non-suicidal)
Jill Effrown

Diagnosing Autism in Primary Care
Amanda Bennett 
Barbara Picard

2:30-2:45 p.m.
Break

2:45-3:30 p.m.
Roundtable Discussions 

3:30-
4:30 
p.m.

Closing Session — Building Resilience in Advanced Practice — Greg Hedler 
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Program Directors — Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Kristin Drexel, MSN, CRNP
Advance Practice Provider Professional Development Specialist
PSNA Planner
Pediatric Acute Care Faculty

Denis Hawkins, MSN, CCRN, CRNP, CPNP-PC
Sr. Director for Advanced Practice

Sue Ogle, MSN, CRNP
Sr. Director for Advanced Practice

Barbara Picard, MSN, CRNP
Karabots Primary Care Center 
Primary Care Faculty, School of Nursing
LEND Fellow 

Amy Scholtz, MSN, RN, WHNP-BC
Director, Center for Advanced Practice  

Jessica Wellner, MSN, PMC-HI, RN, CPN
Coordinator, Center for Advanced Practice

Planning Committee Members — Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia
Preceptor Skill Building Preconference Session 
Paul Bradford, PA-C
Physician Assistant 
Orthopedics 

Katie Thompson, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Primary Care Practice 

Incorporating Informatics into Advanced Practice Preconference Session 
Lillie Rizack, CNM, MSN, ACHIP
APP Clinical Data Specialist 
Center for Advanced Practice

Acute Care Program 
Mark Blanke, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner
Pulmonary 

Unless otherwise noted, faculty is from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and/or the Perelman School of Medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania.
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Sarah Bond, MS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Heather Anne Farrell, MSN, CRNA
Education and Professional Development Coordinator 
General Anesthesia Division  

Kristin Schoonover, DNP, CRNP, CPNP-AC
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Infant Transitional Care Unit  

Emily Schwartz, MSN, RN, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Cardiac Center Quality, Safety and Value Advisor 
Cardiac Intensive Care Unit  

Ambulatory/Primary Care Program
Kristin Atlas, MSN, CPNP-AC, ACCNS-P
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Infant Transitional Care Unit 

Eileen W. Bookbinder, MSN, CRNP, CPNP-PC
Emergency Department 

Caitlin Davenport, MSPAS, PA-C
Department of Neurology 

Bernadette Gerardi, RN, MSN, CPNP
Department of Orthopedic Surgery

Annie B. Kearny, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC
Behavioral Health APP Team Lead 
Center for Advanced Behavioral Health 

Margaret Mitchell, MSN, RN, CRPN, CPNP-PC
Development Pediatrics and Behavioral Pediatrics 

Managing APPs Program 
Kate Bordner, MPAS, PA-C
APP Manager
Medical NICU 

Leslie Obermeier, MSN, CRNP, NEA-BC
APP Manager
Anesthesia Resources Center, Pain Management Service 

Kristin Rogers, MS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Medical NICU 
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Katelyn Young, CRNP-AC/PC
APP Manager 
Neuroscience Center, Surgical Subspecialty Team 

Faculty
Kathy Abel, DNP, RN, APNC
Nurse Practitioner 
Department of Orthopedics     

Kristin Atlas, MSN, CPNP-AC, ACCNS-P
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Infant Transitional Care Unit 

Amanda Bennett, MD, MPH
Associate Chief and Director of Autism Services
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics 

Patricia Bierly, MSN, RN, CRNP, CPNP-PC 
Outpatient GI APP Team Lead 
Department of Gastroenterology  

Karen A. Bocchicchio, DNP, APN
Nurse Practitioner 

Chrissy Burke, CRNP 
Dialysis Nurse Practitioner
Division of Nephrology 

Kenrick Cato, PhD, RN, CPHIMS
Nurse Scientist, Pediatric Data and Analytics
Professor of Nursing, University of Pennsylvania

Caitlin Davenport, MSPAS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Division of Neurology

Jennifer Draper, MSN, RNC-NIC, ACCNS-P
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Surgical/Trauma Unit 

Ross England, MD, PhD
Attending Physician 
Infectious Disease 

Maheswari Ekambaram, MBBS
Fellow Physician
Department of Infectious Diseases

Kalia Devine, CPNP-AC/PC
Nurse Practioner
Department of Orthopedics
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Bridget Garmisa, MSN, MS, CPNP, RD
APP Well-being Program Lead
Primary Care Nurse Practitioner

Denise Gruccio, DNP, CRNP
Division of Endocrinology
Faculty, DNP Program
Villanova University Fitzpatrick College of Nursing

Elizabeth Hanna, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner
Department of Allergy 

Kristina Haralambides
Nurse Practitioner, Director of Provider Informatics
University of Rochester Medical Center

Dan Heacock, PA-C
Physician Assistant 
Yale—New Haven Hospital, CT

Greg Hedler, LCSW, ACC 
Program Manager for Strategic Talent Management and Learning
Center for Professional Growth

Lauren Heimall, MSN, RNC-NIC, C-NNIC, PCNS-BC
Clinical Nurse Specialist
Newborn/Infant Intensive Care Unit

Kirsten Hickerson, DNP, RN, CEN
Vice President & Associate Chief Nursing Officer

Brenna Hones, MSN, RN, CRNP, CPNP-PC
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics 

Daniel Hyman, MD, MMM
Vice President & Chief Safety & Quality Officer 

Jocelyn Kalkbrenner, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Department of Neurology

Sara Keefer, CRNP 
Nurse Practitioner 
Department of Neurology 

Joy Kerr, DNP, CPNP, CRNFA
Nurse Practitioner 
Division of Urology 
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Nicole Koepke, MSN, CPNP-PC
Advanced Practice Provider Team Lead
Possibilities Project and Care Network

Aparna Kumar, PhD, MPH, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP, BC
Assistant Professor, Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner 
Program Director, Jefferson (Philadelphia University and Thomas Jefferson University)
College of Nursing 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, Thomas Jefferson University
Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior Outpatient Department 
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital (Philadelphia)

Clair Kuriakose, MBA, PA-C
Chief Advanced Practice Officer 
Stanford Health Care (Stanford, CA)

Megan Lewis, MSN, CRNP
Program Manager, Food Allergy Center 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 

Houn Lim, PA-C, MPAS
Physician Assistant 
Department of Orthopedics 

Kaitlin McHenry, DNP, CRNP, CPNP-PC, PMHS
Program Manager, Development and Behavioral Pediatrics 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 

Lia McNeely, MA, MSN, MBMI, CRNP
Director, Analytics 
Orthopedic Nurse Practitioner 

Jill Meyer, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
BHIP Consult Liaison Service

Sarah Rendulic, DNP, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences (DCAPBS)

Hojjat Salmasian, MD, MPH, PhD, FAMIA
Vice President & Chief Data and Analytics Officer 

Judith Stellar, MSN, CRNP, CWOCN 
Wound Ostomy Nurse Practitioner

Meredith Tarbell, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner
Department of Allergy 
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James R. Treat, MD
Pediatric Dermatologist
Department of Dermatology 

Amanda Sullivan Tronzo, MSN, CRNP
Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 
Faculty PNP Program
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing  

Mark Weber, MSN, RN, CRNP-AC
Program Manager — Vascular Access Initiatives 
Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine
Pediatric Critical Care Nurse Practitioner PICU/ PCU

Marianne Zimmerman, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner 
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences (DCAPBS)
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